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__ _ _ record m lyvt? JIFFl'eyr sowe improvement over the 

197 G -77 pp v i od , but conditions have changed little in the last 

s. t/. meat ns . Serious abuses still occur, despite reports of 
efrori, by military omcinls to curb renegade coup, tar terrorist 
activities. There is a reasonable prospect for gradual but 
significant improvement over the next year or sc, however. ].n 

t. bo r'.-p ant. i.me , the Arcenti t-es will probably 1 p-ursua a damage- 
limiting strategy in their relations with" the US. 
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In recent weeks, President Videla 'c government has taken 
several noteworthy steps that are designed primarily to defuse 
human rights criticism during the OAS General Assembly 
(June 21-30 ) . i 

— On June 20, the Inter-American Hunan Rights Commission 
was invited to pay a "special visit" to investigate 
"legal- judicial conditions." 


— President Videla is said to have informed ar. archbishop 
on June 19 that 14 labor leaders would be released and 
the cases of others reviewed. 

— /Alfredo Bravo, a well-known labor leader and rights 
activist, returned home on conditional liberty on 
June 16 after 10 months in jail. 

, — Two restrictions on press freedom were rescinded or. 

June 5. 

Implementation of well-timed human rights "concessions" has 
been a consistent Argentine tactic over the past two years. 

The prospects for gradual improvement curing the coning 
months will be enhanced by the continued diminution of the 
terrorist threat and the likelihood that Videla and his fellow 
moderates in the armed forces will consolidate their control 
over the security forces. On the latter point, according to 
unconfirmed reports from Argentine military sources, 50-60 
junior and noncommissioned officers have been detained for 
abuses during security operations, a number of others have been 
reassigned, and over 400 policemen have been disciplined in the 
last 18 months. We will be better able to assess the impact of 
these steps after termination of the artificial environment 
created by the boric. Cup soccer competition (June 1-25) , during 
which the security apparatus has been treading very lightly. 

Those favoring gradual human rights improvements will argue 
that such a policy serves Argentina's domestic and international 
interests . 

--Domestically, it will remove human rights considerations 
as a divisive factor and an inhibition on the military's 
reconstruction plans. 

--Internationally, it will restore Argentina's tarnished 
imago, decrease the possibility of now political and 


